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powder, nine thousand arms, eight thousand swords,
match and bullet in proportion, two hundred wag-
gons, one hundred and fifty colours and standards,
•all the bag and baggage of the army, and about one
thousand of the men listed in his army. This was a
complete victory without bloodshed; and, had the
king but secured the men from serving but for six
months, it had most effectually answered the battle
of Marston-moor.
As it was, it infused new life into all his majesty's
forces and friends, and retrieved his affairs very
much; but especially it encouraged us in the north,
who were more sensible of the blow received at
Marston-moor, and of the destruction the Scots
were bringing upon us all.
While I was at Chester, we had some small skir-
mishes with sir William Brereton. One morning in
particular sir William drew up, and faced us, and
one of our colonels of horse observing the enemy to
be not, as he thought, above two hundred, desires
leave of prince Rupert to attack them with the like
number, and accordingly he sallied out with two
hundred horse. I stood drawn up without the city
with eight hundred more, ready to bring him off, if
he should be put to the worst, which happened ac-
cordingly ; for, not having discovered neither the
country nor the enemy as he ought, sir William
Brereton drew him into an ambuscade; so that be-
fore he came up with sir William's forces, near
enough to charge, he finds about three hundred
horse in his rear. Though he was surprised at this,
yet, being a man of a ready courage, he boldly faces
about with a hundred and fifty of his men, leaving
the other fifty to face sir William. With this small
party, he desperately charges the three hundred
horse in his rear, and patting them into disorder,
breaks through, them, and, had there been no

